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No.1

1st February, 2021
Dear Parents, Families and Guardians,
Welcome back! We really hope that your holiday was happy and relaxing and as much as we lament the passing of
holidays it is wonderful to have your gorgeous children back at school! We welcome the Preps to St Mary’s as well as
all new families and hope that you’ll very quickly feel like ‘part of the family’  We also welcome Mr King to our
teaching staff as STEM specialist in year 3/4. Let’s continue the ‘welcome’ as we congratulate Ashkan & Kian on the
arrival of baby brother Theo (please let us know of any additions to your families as they happen!)
Thanks everyone for cooperating with our ongoing Covid restrictions; we really hope that by continuing to adhere to
safety measures, we can speed up the ‘return to normal’ that we are all looking forward to. Tuesday is the last ‘settling
back in day’. As of Wednesday this week all Year 1 – 6 students will need to walk to learning blocks independently
(parents not permitted in corridors).
The beginning of the year, always means lots of reminders as we all get back into routine and so hopefully the
following list doesn’t prove overwhelming:












Information ‘nights’ will be virtual this year. Teachers are working to provide these. More information will be
emailed in the coming weeks.
Email communication. Teachers frequently email information as do I, so please look out for these. Also know
that if you have a question, the best point of contact is your teacher (via email). At St Mary’s we have a 48-hour
response policy, so please don’t be concerned if you don’t get an immediate reply (the teacher will respond).
Sacrament Information night will also be held this term for anyone interested in making a sacrament (keep an
eye out for dates and details)
At present there is no tuck shop due to restrictions
Assemblies this term will continue online scheduled for Fridays at 8:45am (links will be emailed prior)
Child Safety: Please only use the bush road for before and after school pickup and drop offs. It is unsafe to use
the internal roundabout at these times (you will be instructed to either park and walk in or use the bush road)
Bike Ed will take place next week for Year 5 students
Year 6 camp will be next week
Presentation of Year 6 leadership badges and jackets is tentatively scheduled for Friday Feb 19 (more details to
follow for Year 6 parents)
SMART watches. Some children have started the year wearing a smart watch. The watch itself isn’t a problem
however if the device has connectivity (ie. 3G), this will need to be disabled during school hours, handed in at
the office or not worn at school. Use of watches to communicate falls into the same category as phones and this
isn’t permitted under our IT contracts. We thank you for supporting us with this.

Student Learning post Remote Learning:
A short information video outlining our academic strategy to address learning needs is included via the following link
(please contact us if you are unable to open the link)
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BhmNGCp6q_5o8u7QqYtbb1hidcOTF_1N/view?usp=sharing
Student information ‘handovers’ have been completed with last year’s teacher discussing your child’s needs and
progress with this year’s teacher.
I also draw your attention to the Bushfire Information and Child Safety Information included in this newsletter.
Fees and Levies: Due to our new software system, accounts will not be sent out until week 4 of this term. We do
however encourage you to complete the fee agreement in the newsletter and return it to the office for processing. A
new fee agreement needs to be filled out each year. This form along with the 2021 fee schedule can also be found on
the St Mary’s website.
My prayers and best wishes for the coming week,

Ange
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FEES AND LEVIES 2021
Your statement will be emailed to the allocated fee payer for 2021 week four of term 1. For all
queries regarding fees and levies please email accounts@smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au
Attached is a fee agreement form for you to complete and return to the office by 15 th February.
Each family needs to complete this form each year. Please also find the fee schedule for 2021 on
page 4 of this newsletter. These forms can also be found on our website.

St Mary’s BSB/ACCOUNT Details
St Marys Primary School BSB 083-347 Account Number 676054930
Weekly Diary
Week 2
Term 1

Monday, 1st February
Tuesday, 2nd February
Wednesday, 3rd February
Thursday, 4th February
Friday, 5th February
Monday, 8th February

8.45am
9.30am
9.30am
3.30pm
8.45am

8.45am
7.30am arrival

Week 3
Term 1

Tuesday, 9th February
Wednesday, 10th February

Return approx.
2.30pm

Thursday, 11th February
Friday, 12th February

3.30pm
8.45am

School begins
Prep begins
Prep begins
Prep Rest Day
Staff Meeting
Whole School Assembly

School begins
Grade 6 Camp
Grade 5 Bike Ed
Grade 6 Camp
Grade 5 Bike Ed
Grade 6 Camp
Grade 5 Bike Ed
Prep Rest Day
Staff Meeting
Whole School Assembly

Term Dates 2021
Term 1 dates:
Start of Term 1 – Level 1- 6 Thursday, 28th January and Preps start Friday, 29th January



Labour Day (School Closure) Monday 8th March
End of Term 1 Thursday 1st April

*Please check our website for new and updated information – www.smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au
Excursion and sports information will be sent home via your child and/or Emailed to you.

Child Safety Code of Conduct
St Mary’s endeavours to create and maintain an environment where child safety is
paramount and there is zero tolerance of any form of child abuse.
What is the purpose of a child safety code of conduct?
A child safety code of conduct is intended to promote child safety in the school
environment. A child safety code of conduct spells out professional boundaries and
acceptable and unacceptable adult/child relationships and behaviour, professional
development and training. A child safety code of conduct helps schools, staff and
volunteers to raise behavioural issues. It provides a reference point for discussion
when there may otherwise be confusion, uncertainty, or a lack of confidence about
boundaries for appropriate behaviour with children. The code specifies behaviour
unacceptable for a professional relationship between a teacher and a student. All
parents, relatives and caregivers attending St Mary’s Primary School to help within
the classroom must hold a current Working with Children Check and must have read
and signed the Code of Conduct. Please go to our website for more information.
CHILD SAFETY CODE OF CONDUCTS CAN BE COMPLETED AT THE OFFICE
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School Procedures for the Bushfire Season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving
life.
Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red
fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district. Our school has been identified as
being one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR.
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter
and SMS message. A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later
than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day
we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day.
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.
This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also important
to note that:


No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to
a forecast Code Red day.



School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating
day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which
the camp is located.



All bus routes will be cancelled.

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children
should never be left at home or in the care of older children.
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest
option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.
As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency
Management Plan.
What can parents do?


Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the
event that our school is closed.




Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by
reading our newsletters and checking our website.
Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area,
you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.



If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.



You can access more information about school closures on the Catholic Education Commission Victoria
(CECV) and Department of Education and Training website – see <www.cecv.catholic.edu.au> and
<http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx>.

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call the 24-hour
Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667
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St Mary’s 2021 Fee Schedule

_____

School Fees and Levies for 2021 have been set for the next year in accordance with the Principal, Parish Priest
Accountant and the advice of the School Advisory Council. Please find the following notification for the 2021 fee
schedule. Accounts will be generated and invoices will be emailed the second week of February 2021. Please
contact the office if you would like to start paying 2021 school fees in advance.
FEE Schedule Prep to Grade 6

2021

Family Fee

Student
Levy

IT Levy

Maintenance
Levy Rebate

TOTAL

1 Child Family

1415.00

325.00

100.00

105.00

1,945.00

2 Child Family

1415.00

650.00

200.00

105.00

2,370.00

3 Child Family

1415.00

975.00

300.00

105.00

2,795.00

Family Fee: This charge covers a portion of re-current expenses, utilities, capital items and building maintenance.
Student Levy: This includes all classrooms materials, maintenance items, books, excursions and incursions (not the
grade 6 camp).
Maintenance Levy Rebate: Your maintenance levy/working bee will be rebated when: You have attended a
scheduled Working Bee or if you commit to a role as a P&F committee member.
ADDITIONAL CHARGES Scheduled to Grade 6

2021

Camp Fee

*Grade 6
Jacket

TOTAL

310.00

60.00

370.00

Grade 6 Only

ENROLMENT FEE (New Families Only)
Per family $100.00 on acceptance of your enrolment application. This will be credited to your account once enrolment
commences.

CSEF (Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund)
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. $125 per year
is paid for eligible primary school students, with $225 per year paid for eligible secondary school students. Payments
are made directly to the school and are tied to the student. Application forms are available from the office and should
be completed and returned no later than 1st March 2020. FOR MORE INFORMATION For the CSEF application
closing dates and more information about the fund visit www.education.vic.gov.au/csef

IMMUNISATION
From 1 January 2016, families with children aged under 20 years need to have their children immunised (unless the
child has an approved exemption) to be eligible to receive the Family Tax Benefit (FTB) Part A end of year
supplement and child care subsidies. (Note: This does not apply to children aged under 12 months for the purposes of
the FTB Part A supplement only.) Vaccine objection is no longer an exemption category for immunisation. Families
with children that have a medical exemption (medical contraindication or natural immunity certified by a general
practitioner, or participants of an approved medical research study) continue to be eligible to receive Child Care
Benefit (CCB), Child Care Rebate (CCR), and the FTB Part A end of year supplement for that child.

SCHOOL FEE PAYMENT OPTIONS:
Forms for periodical deductions weekly/fortnightly/monthly/quarterly either Direct Debit/BPAY or Credit Card will be
sent home with your 2021 invoice.
Internet Banking: St Marys Primary School
BSB 083-347 Account Number 676054930 (reference eldest child’s name)
Payment options available at the office – EFTPOS/Cheque/Cash
Statements will be emailed at the end of each term.
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FEE AGREEMENT 2021
Family Name ______________________________________________________________
Contact Phone Number _____________________________________________________
Eldest Childs Name _________________________________ Grade _________________

Fee Agreement
I /we accept the offer of the re-enrolment fee agreement. This agreement remains in place until all 2021
school fees and levies have been settled.
I/We acknowledge as parents/carers, that we are jointly and severally responsible for the payment of school
fees in full and/or in accordance with arrangements made.
I/We agree to meet my commitment by the Payment Method indicated on this agreement.
I/We will undertake to contact the school to make amendments should circumstances change that may result
in differences to this agreement including change of bank accounts, change of payment method, etc. NB* It
is the agreed fee payer’s responsibility to advise the school of any change of details that may affect
payment of their account.
I/We understand that any costs associated with collection of outstanding school fees will be further invoiced
to the school fee account and payment will be required.
I/We acknowledge that personal information and details of outstanding school fees may be disclosed to
outside agencies for debt collection activities should I/we default in payment.
I/We understand that personal information and details of outstanding school fees will be shared by other
schools in the Diocese in which siblings on this form are enrolled.
I/We understand that the school is not bound or privy to arrangements and decisions made through family
court.

Print Name /Fee Payer 1 ……………….……………………………………………………….…….
Signed………………………………………………………………… Date …………………………
Print Name /Fee Payer 2 ………………………………………………………………………………
Signed…………………………………………..……………………

Date …………………………

All payees responsible for payment are to sign the above.

Do you have a Valid Healthcare Card
If you do have a Healthcare Card it is important to complete the following:

Name on the card: ………………………………………………………….. Expiry Date ………………
CRN Number:

___ ___ ____

Children listed on the card:

First Name ……………………… Last Name ……………………………… DOB……………………...
First Name ……………………… Last Name ……………………………… DOB……………………...
First Name ……………………… Last Name ……………………………… DOB……………………...
First Name ……………………… Last Name ……………………………… DOB……………………...
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Payment Options
Payment Options: Please select one only
[ ] Direct Debit

[ ] Internet Transfer

[ ] BPAY

Internet Transfer Online Banking
St Marys Primary School
BSB 083-347
Account Number 676054930
When choosing this option please clearly state your eldest child name and surname when
processing your payment

BPAY
Biller Code: 201392
REF: Refer to you tax invoice/statement

Direct Debit Request Authority (DDR)
I/We request and authorise St Mary’s School, Mount Evelyn, User ID 424099, to arrange, through its own
financial institution, to debit funds from my/our nominated account at the financial institution shown below
according to the details specified.

Name(s) or Company Name: ……………………………………….……………………………………
Mobile 1: ……………………………………… Email: ……………………..……………………………
Please deduct money from my/our Financial Institution account:
This debit will be made through the Bulk Electronic Clearing System (BECS) from your account held at the
financial institution you have nominated below and will be subject to the terms and conditions of the Direct
Debit Request Service Agreement.

Name of Bank Account: …………………………………………………………………..………………
Name and Branch of Financial Institution where account is held: ……………………………………
BSB Number: |___|___|___| - |___|___|___|

Account Number: |___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|

Please debit $………………………… from the above account each:

Quarterly

Fortnightly

Monthly 

Commencing on: ______/_______/______



Signature: …………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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St Mary’s Sun Smart Policy
Rationale:
St Mary’s acknowledges the prevalence and importance of helping to prevent skin cancer in the school community by
identifying it as an important public health issue, and addressing sun protection with the students, teachers and
families. This policy applies to all school events on and off-site.
Aims: This SunSmart policy provides guidelines to:
 ensure all students and staff are protected from over-exposure to UV radiation;
 ensure the outdoor environment provides shade for students and staff;
 ensure students are encouraged and supported to develop independent sun protection skills to help them be
responsible for their own sun protection;
 support duty of care requirements; and
 support appropriate OHS strategies to minimise UV risk and associated harms for staff and visitors.
Implementation:



To assist with the implementation of this policy, staff and students are encouraged to access the daily local sun
protection times via the SunSmart widget on the school’s website, the free SunSmart app, or at sunsmart.com.au.
The sun protection measures listed are used for all outdoor activities during the daily local sun protection times.
The sun protection times are a forecast from the Bureau of Meteorology for the time of day UV levels are forecast to
reach 3 or higher. At these levels, sun protection is recommended for all skin types. In Victoria, UV levels regularly
reach 3 or higher from mid-August to the end of April.

1. Seek shade
 The school council makes sure there are sufficient shelters and trees providing shade in outdoor areas particularly
in high-use areas e.g. where students have lunch, canteen, assemblies, sports, outdoor lessons and popular play
spaces.
 The availability of shade is considered when planning all other outdoor activities.
 Students are encouraged to use available areas of shade when outside.
 Students who do not have appropriate hats or outdoor clothing are required to play in the shade or a suitable area
protected from the sun.
 In consultation with the school council, shade provision is considered in plans for future buildings and grounds.
 A shade assessment is conducted regularly to determine the current availability and quality of shade.
2. Slip on sun protective clothing
 Cool, loose-fitting, sun protective clothing made of densely woven fabric is included in our school uniform / dress
code and sports uniform. It includes shirts with collars and elbow-length sleeves, longer dresses and shorts and
rash vests or t-shirts for outdoor swimming.
3. Slap on a hat
 All students are required to wear hats that protect their face, neck and ears (legionnaire, broad-brimmed or bucket
hat), whenever they are outside. Peak caps and visors are not considered a suitable alternative.
4.





Slop on sunscreen
Students must provide their own SPF30 (or higher) broad-spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen.
The school supplies SPF30 (or higher) broad-spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen for staff and student’s use.
Sunscreen is applied in accordance with the manufacturer’s directions (which state to apply at least 20 minutes
before going outdoors and reapply every two hours, or more frequently if sweating or swimming).
Strategies are in place to remind students to apply sunscreen before going outdoors (e.g. reminder notices,
sunscreen monitors, sunscreen buddies).

5. Slide on sunglasses [if practical]


Where practical students are encouraged to wear close-fitting, wrap-around sunglasses that meet the Australian
Standard 1067 (Sunglasses: Category 2, 3 or 4) and cover as much of the eye area as possible.
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Our school has partnered with independent provider TheirCare to provide Before,
After Care and Holiday Care services to our school community.
The program services the children in the school from 0630am in the morning
until 0830am and operates from 1500pm each day until 1830pm. During school
holidays the service will operate from 0630am until 1830pm. Families wishing to
use this service can visit the TheirCare website: http://theircare.com.au/. Families
are also eligible for a Government rebate that reduces the cost per session. Further
information can also be obtained by contacting the service directly on
0417 100 089 or ringing TheirCare on:
1300 072 410.
TheirCare provides a stimulating and safe environment for all children and an
environment where children enjoy their time in the program. During sessions,
children develop life skills, friendships, confidence and creativity
through play.

VEGETABLE GARDEN NEWS
The garden is blooming with lots of vegies and flowers!
A BIG THANK-YOU to the parents who helped in the garden and watered over the summer holidays.
Garden club is run on FRIDAYS this year from 10.45 till 11.30am.
New parent helpers are always welcome.
Please bring gloves and garden tools.
All helpers are required to have a working with children’s check.
If you would like to assist, please email ronnie.pritchard@smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au
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NETBALL CLUB INC.
AFTER A VERY LONG 2020 WE ARE EXCITED
TO BE BACK TO PLAYING NETBALL NEXT YEAR
AND ARE CURRENTLY RECRUITING PLAYERS OF ALL
AGES – UNDER 9s THRU TO OPENS – FOR OUR

WINTER 2021 SEASON
NEW PLAYERS MOST WELCOME

SEASON COMMENCES ON SATURDAY 13Th MARCH
2021
WITH ALL GAMES TO BE PLAYED AT
PINKS RESERVE NETBALL COMPLEX, KILSYTH
TRAINING TUESDAY OR WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
AT THE SEVILLE NETBALL COURTS
REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 12TH FEBRUARY 2020
PLEASE CONTACT SUE LENNIE TO REGISTER
PH. 0438 709 772 OR EMAIL sevillenc@outlook.com
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LILYDALE EJAYS SOFTBALL CLUB
LOOKING FOR PLAYERS
Boys & Girls of all ages!
Looking for a sport to play now that we are out of Iso!?
Something Local & Fun? Come and try SOFTBALL – the sport for every member of the family!

Lilydale Ejays is based at Pinks Reserve‐Liverpool Rd Kilsyth (next to Basketball stadium)
For more information please call or email Mark on 0409546699
– markrigg@amacgroup.com.au
Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/Ejays.softball
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Religious Education news:




Welcome back to the new school year. Please take some time during the week to make a visit to St.
Mary’s church. Light a candle & pray for any special intentions. Candles are available in the Church
for a 20c donation.
Sacramental information night is on Tuesday 23rd February 6pm. If you child is making a Sacrament
this year, please attend to receive vital information and an enrolment form. Initiations will be sent
out closer to the date.

Please contact Mrs Pritchard if you have any queries: ronnie.pritchard@smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au
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UNIFORMS

NO HAT NO PLAY for Term 1 and Term 4
All St. Mary’s students are required to wear the full correct school uniform. We
believe that the wearing of uniforms promotes the children’s pride in their school and
self-discipline. Uniform items can be purchased or made at little cost. The uniform
shop at St. Mary’s carries all uniform items, including school and library bags. There
is a small amount of second hand uniforms available in the shop.

Children are expected to have a school bag with the St Mary’s
School logo.
Please ensure that your children bring their correct school bag.
Girls’ Summer Uniform

Boys’ Summer Uniform

St Mary’s uniform school dress
Length of dresses and tunics should
not be above the knee
St Mary’s windcheater
Navy socks
Black polished shoes
(no sneakers/runners)
School hat

Navy Shorts
(no jeans, jean style or cargo pants)
St Mary’s polo shirt
St Mary’s windcheater
Navy socks
Black polished shoes
(no sneakers/runners)
School hat

Girls’ Summer Sports Uniform

Boys’ Summer Sports Uniform

Navy track suit pants
St Mary’s windcheater
Navy unisex sports shorts
St Mary’s sports polo shirt
White St. Mary’s sports socks or plain
White socks and runners
School hat

Navy track suit pants
St Mary’s windcheater
Navy unisex sports shorts
St Mary’s sports polo top
White St. Mary’s sports socks or plain
White socks and runners
School hat

Please ensure that all items of uniform are well
maintained, including sports uniform and hats. Please
label all items of clothing with your child’s name.
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