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Dear Parents, Families and Guardians,
Thank you to the parents (and toddlers and dogs!) who came along to meet the teachers outside, before school last week; it was a
lovely opportunity to catch up. From today, the children will make their way directly to the classrooms and not outside meeting areas
(prep parents, please follow the direction provided in the email from your child’s teacher as this may differ). We encourage parents to
use the bush track for pick up and/or drop off where possible. If your child is still building confidence to walk into class by themselves
then we ask that you wait in your car until 8.30, then walk them part of the way (but not beyond the internal crossing which leads to the
learning blocks). This will avoid people congregating and making it difficult to socially distance. A reminder that if you do come onto
the premises, you must wear a mask at all times and maintain social distancing. We thank you for your understanding and
cooperation with this as we attempt to keep everyone safe and healthy.
This week we keep the 5/6 Level in our thoughts and prayers as they embark on their ‘School Leaders Week’.
A week devoted to developing leadership skills and often stepping out of ‘comfort zones’, the Year 6 students
are on camp and the Year 5 students undertaking the Bike Education Course. We look forward to sharing many
photos with you in next week’s newsletter.
We are very proud to claim Bobsled Bree as a former St Mary’s student. Bree
revisited our school a while back to talk to the students about never giving up on
a dream. This has come to fruition for her and we wish her well for the Winter
Olympics. If you wish to follow her Olympic journey here is a link - Bobsled Bree
You may have noticed that this year we have made a change to our recess times.
The reasons for this are many and varied and we believe it will be conducive to
both learning and developing social skills. The bell times for the day are as follows:
8.45 School day begins
11.00 – 11.30 First recess (eating time 10.45)
1.30 – 2.15 Second recess (eating time 2.05)
For those of us used to three eating times, there will also be a chance to snack on “brain food” as individual classes feel necessary.
3.00 – A-K Bush track only
3.15 – Day ends for all students
In Week 4, you will have the opportunity to meet the teachers again and be provided with information regarding student wellbeing,
learning and faith development. Each level will send confirmation of dates and times as well as circulating a google doc for parents to
contribute their questions (prior to the meeting). In the absence of the ability to meet in person, we have found google forums to be
very successful; stay tuned!
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2022 SAVE THE DATE: An Information and Registration Evening for the 2022 Sacramental Program
will be held on Tuesday Feb 15 at 6:00pm. Further details will be provided later this week, however we thought whilst logistics are
being confirmed, it was important to get interested families to save this date.
Welcome baby Elliot to the Cross family! We look forward to meeting him in the coming months. We have noticed a few new babies
have joined the community so let us know if we have not mentioned your little cherub in the newsletter.
And a big thank you to the Gibson Family for the relocating of the soil into the veggie boxes over the school holidays.

My prayers, best wishes and gratitude.

Ange
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Child Safety Code of Conduct
St Mary’s endeavours to create and maintain an
environment where child safety is paramount and
there is zero tolerance of any form of child abuse.
What is the purpose of a child safety code of
conduct?
A child safety code of conduct is intended to
promote child safety in the school environment.
A child safety code of conduct spells out
professional boundaries and acceptable and
unacceptable adult/child relationships and
behaviour, professional development and training.
A child safety code of conduct helps schools, staff
and volunteers to raise behavioural issues. It
provides a reference point for discussion when
there may otherwise be confusion, uncertainty, or a
lack of confidence about boundaries for appropriate
behaviour with children. The code specifies
behaviour unacceptable for a professional
relationship between a teacher and a student.
All parents, relatives and caregivers attending St
Mary’s Primary School to help within the classroom
must hold a current Working with Children Check
and must have read and signed the Code of
Conduct.
Please go to our website for more information.

Child Safety Code of Conducts can be
completed at the office
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Enrolment applications for 2023 Prep
For sibling children of current St Mary’s students, applications are now available
at the office. To start primary school your child will need to turn five years old by
30 April in the year that they start school.
Your child must be at school in the year that they turn six years of age.
This is the compulsory school starting age.



Enrolments for non- siblings will be opened up once we cater for siblings first.
School tours for non-sibling enrolments TBA over the next couple of weeks.

Weekly Diary

Week 3
Term 1

Week 2
Term 1 2022

Monday, 7th February

8.45am
8.00am

School begins
Grade 6 Camp
Grade 5 Bike Ed

Tuesday, 8th February

Grade 6 Camp
Grade 5 Bike Ed

Wednesday, 9th February

Prep Rest Day
Grade 6 Camp return
Grade 5 Bike Ed

Friday, 11th February

9.00am

Whole School Assembly

Monday, 14th February

8.45am

School begins

Wednesday, 16th February
Friday, 18th February

Prep Rest Day
9.00am

Whole School Assembly
District Swimming – Selected Students

Term 1 2022 dates:
 Labour Day School Closure – Monday 14th March
 Whole School Sports Day – Wednesday 9th March
 End of Term 1 - Friday 8th April
 Good Friday - 15th April
 Easter Monday – 18th April
 Anzac Day Holiday – Monday 25th APRIL
 School returns Term 2 – Tuesday 26th April
*Please check our website for new and updated information –
www.smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au
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Fees & Levies 2022
Your statement will be emailed this week to the allocated fee payer for 2022
For all queries regarding fees and levies please email
accounts@smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au
Attached is a fee agreement form for you to complete and return to the office by 15th
February Each family needs to complete this form each year.
. These forms can also be found on our website.
St Mary’s BSB/ACCOUNT Details
St Marys Primary School BSB 083-347 Account Number 676054930
Please see the 2022 fee schedule on the next page

HEALTH CARE CARD HOLDERS
HEALTH CARE CARD HOLDERS
IMPORTANT: If you are a ‘Healthcare Card Holder’ please email a copy of your card to
accounts@smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au and for more information visit
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef






The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend
activities like:
school camps or trips
swimming and school-organised sport programs
outdoor education programs
excursions and incursions.
The applicant must be one of the following:
1. a parent/carer (of the relevant student) who is:
 on the first day of term one (31 January 2022) or the first day of term two (26 April 2022) an eligible
beneficiary of either a Centrelink Health Care Card or a Pensioner Concession Card; or
 an eligible beneficiary of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card; or
2. a temporary foster carer; or
3. a student is 16 years or older and holds a valid concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health Care
Card or Disability Support Pension Card).
The parent/carer must submit the application to the school prior to the end of term.
Parents/carer who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a student, or any other benefit or allowance not
income tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF payment unless they also meet the above eligibility
criterion. Where the parent/carer is seeking eligibility based on holding a Centrelink Health Care Card or a
Pensioner Concession Card, eligibility will be determined when the relevant concession card successfully
validates with Centrelink on either the first day of term one or term two.
If the eligible card is in the name of the student, the fund is only granted to that student, not their siblings.
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St Mary’s 2022 Fee Schedule

_____

School Fees and Levies for 2022 have been set for the next year in accordance with the Principal,
Accountant and the advice of the School Advisory Council. Please find the following notification for the 2022
fee schedule. Accounts will be generated and invoices will be emailed the second week of February 2022.
Please contact the office if you would like to start paying 2022 school fees in advance.
FEE Schedule Prep to Grade 6
2022

Family Fee

1 Child Family
2 Child Family
3 Child Family

1485.00
1485.00
1485.00

Student
Levy
330.00
660.00
990.00

IT Levy
100.00
200.00
300.00

Maintenance
Levy Rebate
110.00
110.00
110.00

TOTAL
2,025.00
2,455.00
2,885.00

Family Fee: This charge covers a portion of re-current expenses, utilities, capital items and building
maintenance.
Student Levy: This includes all classrooms materials, maintenance items, books, excursions and incursions
(not the grade 6 camp).
Maintenance Levy Rebate: Your maintenance levy/working bee will be rebated when: You have
attended a scheduled Working Bee or if you commit to a role as a P&F committee member.
ADDITIONAL CHARGES Scheduled to Grade 6
2022
Grade 6 Only

Camp Fee
345.00

*Grade 6
Jacket
63.00

TOTAL
408.00

ENROLMENT FEE (New Families Only)
Per family $100.00 on acceptance of your enrolment application. This will be credited to your account once
enrolment commences.
CSEF (Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund)
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. $125
per year is paid for eligible primary school students, with $225 per year paid for eligible secondary school
students. Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the student. Application forms are
available from the office and should be completed and returned no later than 1st March 2022, alternatively
please email a copy of your healthcare card to accounts@smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au
FOR MORE INFORMATION For the CSEF application closing dates and more information about the fund
visit https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef
IMMUNISATION
From 1 January 2016, families with children aged under 20 years need to have their children immunised
(unless the child has an approved exemption) to be eligible to receive the Family Tax Benefit (FTB) Part A
end of year supplement and child care subsidies. (Note: This does not apply to children aged under 12
months for the purposes of the FTB Part A supplement only.) Vaccine objection is no longer an exemption
category for immunisation. Families with children that have a medical exemption (medical contraindication or
natural immunity certified by a general practitioner, or participants of an approved medical research study)
continue to be eligible to receive Child Care Benefit (CCB), Child Care Rebate (CCR), and the FTB Part A
end of year supplement for that child.
SCHOOL FEE PAYMENT OPTIONS:
Forms for periodical deductions weekly/fortnightly/monthly/quarterly either Direct Debit/BPAY or Credit Card
will be sent home with your 2022 invoice.
Internet Banking: St Marys Primary School
BSB 083-347 Account Number 676054930 (reference eldest child’s name)
Payment options available at the office – EFTPOS/Cheque/Cash
Statements will be emailed at the end of each term
5
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NETBALL CLUB INC.
SEVILLE NETBALL CLUB ARE CURRENTLY
RECRUITING PLAYERS OF ALL
AGES – UNDER 9s THRU TO OPENS – FOR OUR
WINTER 2022 SEASON
NEW PLAYERS MOST WELCOME
- INCLUDING BEGINNERS SEASON STARTS ON SATURDAY 19TH MARCH 2022.
TRAINING TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY NIGHTS AT THE SEVILLE
NETBALL COURTS
REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 18TH FEBRUARY 2022

ALL UNDER 9 PLAYERS WILL RECEIVE
A PARTICIPATION PACK FROM NETBALL VICTORIA

PLEASE CONTACT SUE LENNIE TO REGISTER
PH. 0438 709 772 OR EMAIL sevillenc@outlook.com

Our school has partnered with independent
provider TheirCare to provide Before, After
Care and Holiday Care services to our school
community.
The program services the children in the school
from 0630am in the morning until 0830am and
operates from 1500pm each day until 1830pm.
During school holidays the service will operate
from 0630am until 1830pm. Families wishing to
use this service can visit the TheirCare
website: http://theircare.com.au/. Families are
also eligible for a Government rebate that
reduces the cost per session. Further information
can also be obtained by contacting the service
directly on
0417 100 089 or ringing TheirCare on:
1300 072 410.
TheirCare provides a stimulating and safe
environment for all children and an environment
where children enjoy their time in the program.
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School Procedures for the Bushfire Season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving
life.
Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red
fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district. Our school has been identified as
being one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR.
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter
and SMS message. A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later
than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day
we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day.
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.
This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also important
to note that:


No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to
a forecast Code Red day.



School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating
day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which
the camp is located.



All bus routes will be cancelled.

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children
should never be left at home or in the care of older children.
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest
option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.
As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency
Management Plan.
What can parents do?


Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the
event that our school is closed.




Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by
reading our newsletters and checking our website.
Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area,
you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.



If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.



You can access more information about school closures on the Catholic Education Commission Victoria
(CECV) and Department of Education and Training website – see <www.cecv.catholic.edu.au> and
<http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx>.

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call the 24-hour
Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667
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UNIFORMS

NO HAT NO PLAY for Term 1 and Term 4
All St. Mary’s students are required to wear the full correct school uniform. We believe that the
wearing of uniforms promotes the children’s pride in their school and self-discipline. Uniform
items can be purchased or made at little cost. The uniform shop at St. Mary’s carries all uniform
items, including school and library bags. There is a small amount of second hand uniforms
available in the shop.

Children are expected to have a school bag with the St Mary’s
School logo.
Please ensure that your children bring their correct school bag.
Girls’ Summer Uniform
St Mary’s uniform school dress
Length of dresses and tunics should
not be above the knee
St Mary’s windcheater
Navy socks
Black polished shoes
(no sneakers/runners)
School hat

Boys’ Summer Uniform
Navy Shorts
(no jeans, jean style or cargo pants)
St Mary’s polo shirt
St Mary’s windcheater
Navy socks
Black polished shoes
(no sneakers/runners)
School hat

Girls’ Summer Sports Uniform
Navy track suit pants
St Mary’s windcheater
Navy unisex sports shorts
St Mary’s sports polo shirt
White St. Mary’s sports socks or plain
White socks and runners
School hat

Boys’ Summer Sports Uniform
Navy track suit pants
St Mary’s windcheater
Navy unisex sports shorts
St Mary’s sports polo top
White St. Mary’s sports socks or plain
White socks and runners
School hat

Please ensure that all items of uniform are well maintained, including sports
uniform and hats. Please label all items of clothing with your child’s name.
St Mary’s School logo school bag
No jewellery – single sets of plain studs or sleepers, and watches excepted.
No make-up
No extremes of hairstyles
Long hair to be fully tied back at all times with navy ties and ribbons
No nail polish

A note about hair. As we are a primary school, we feel that any change of colour is inappropriate for
children. In the spirit of our practice at St Mary’s, to keep children as children, we ask that you cooperate
with this and leave the hair colouring as something that they can look forward to in their older age. We
also differentiate between “weekend hair” and “school hair”. The use of hair gel, etc., and spikey styling is
considered to be a “weekend hair” practice. Not only does this give a more disciplined and uniformed
approach, but also saves you time and money!
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