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17th May 2021
Dear Parents, Families and Guardians,

Big congratulations to all the students who participated
in cross country last Friday at Lilydale Lake. They were
all absolute superstars tackling a new and very
challenging course. Special mention to Jack (3/4) who
powered home to win the U10 boys race. Along with
Jack we also wish best of luck to Jackson, Milla, Harry,
Bridie, Emelia and Bella who have progressed to the
next round.
Congratulations on a slightly different sporting front to Chelsea (3/4)
and Brody (1/2) who recently competed in the Australian Ninja Games
state qualifier. They both placed 3rd in their respective age divisions
and have each secured themselves a place in the national finals in
Perth. We are all very proud of this amazing achievement!
This week we will celebrate National Simultaneous Story time:
Wednesday 19th May. All students will listen to an online reading of “Give Me Some Space” from a Space Station!! All
students are encouraged to dress up in space gear or bring something “spacey “to show; extra class challenge points will
be issued to each student.
Please keep our Year 3 students in your prayers as they receive the Sacrament of First Reconciliation this week. For
families with children who are involved in the sacrament, I encourage you to check the final
details further in this newsletter.
As mentioned on a couple of occasions, the P & F have been working behind the scenes to be
able to offer a tuckshop service once again. You will receive an email shortly directing you to
a survey which will help to determine the nature of this service. Please take 2 minutes to
complete the survey so that the tuckshop can begin!
Scholastic Book Club will also resume shortly. This will become an online service only with
cash payments no longer available. Please see further into the newsletter for complete details
on how to order.
Our Preps and Year 6 buddies have bee busily making ‘people’ together. Both groups of
students love spending time with each other; the smiles on the faces (photos in newsletter),
say it all!
Please remember that NEXT WEEK, we have TWO WHOLE SCHOOL CLOSURE DAYS:
THURSDAY MAY 27 & FRIDAY MAY 28. There will be no staff onsite these two days, so
please don’t ‘accidentally’ drop your child/ren at school! TheirCare will be running Out of
School Hours Care on these days. You can book in via their website: https://theircare.com.au
And finally, a big congratulations to all students and teachers who were involved in Naplan last
week. A bit like visiting the dentist, I’m sure everyone is glad it’s over for another year!
My prayers and wishes for a lovely week.
Ange
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Child Safety Code of Conduct
St Mary’s endeavours to create and maintain an environment where child safety is paramount and
there is zero tolerance of any form of child abuse.
What is the purpose of a child safety code of conduct?
A child safety code of conduct is intended to promote child safety in the school environment. A child
safety code of conduct spells out professional boundaries and acceptable and unacceptable
adult/child relationships and behaviour, professional development and training. A child safety code
of conduct helps schools, staff and volunteers to raise behavioural issues. It provides a reference
point for discussion when there may otherwise be confusion, uncertainty, or a lack of confidence
about boundaries for appropriate behaviour with children. The code specifies behaviour
unacceptable for a professional relationship between a teacher and a student. All parents, relatives
and caregivers attending St Mary’s Primary School to help within the classroom must hold a current
Working with Children Check and must have read and signed the Code of Conduct. Please go to
our website for more information. CHILD SAFETY CODE OF CONDUCTS CAN BE COMPLETED
AT THE OFFICE
TRANSITION TO YEAR 7 If YOUR
CHILD IS IN GRADE 6
From week 1 Term 2 primary schools
distribute a Transition Information Pack to
all parents and carers of Year 6 students
along with:
 Letter to parents and carers (from
Regional Director)
 Frequently Asked Questions (parents or
carers)
 List of Government schools in the
Region offering Year 7 classes
Application for Year 7 Placement
Parents and carers return Application
for Year 7 Placement forms to
primary schools Friday 14th May 2021. Primary Schools are responsible for checking that the
form is accurate and complete and that the parent’s or carer’s preferences are clear. Please
return the form even if you have received confirmation of acceptance from Mount Lilydale
Mercy College or another non-government secondary school.
Student Medical Reports
To keep our records up to date of any new medical information or changes to your child’s
existing information please email Bec Williams: bec.williams@smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au

NO NUTS AT ST MARY’S
We have children attending our school with severe (life threatening) peanut allergies.
As always, we are concerned for the safety of our children, and ask everyone to avoid bringing
any items that may contain peanuts to school, as the smallest amount of peanut or proteins of
peanuts on benches, etc., can affect an allergic child. Whilst we can appreciate that there may
be children who just love to have their Nutella and Peanut butter sandwiches or bars
alternatives must be given.
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Week 6
Term 2

Week 5
Term 2

Weekly Diary
Monday, 17th May

8.45am

School begins

Tuesday, 18th May
Wednesday, 19th May

6.00pm
6.00pm

Reconciliation – Grade 3
Reconciliation – Grade 3

Friday, 20th May

8.45am

School Assembly

Monday, 24th May

8.45am

School begins

Thursday, 27th May
Friday, 28th May

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY - STAFF PD
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY - STAFF PD

Curriculum Days and Dates to Remember:
 Reconciliation – Tuesday 18th May & Wednesday 19th May @ 6.00pm
 School Closure Day – Thursday 27th May
 School Closure Day – Friday 28th May
 First Communion – Sunday 1st August & Sunday 8th August @ 2.00pm
 Monday 1st November – School Closure Day (Day before Cup Day)
Term 2 dates:
 End of Term 1 Thursday 1st April at 2.30pm
 Monday 19th April – School Closure
 Start or Term 2 Tuesday 20th April
 End of Term 2 Friday 25th June @ 2.30pm

2021 Victorian Public Holidays
Day

Holiday

Tuesday 26th January

Australia Day

Monday 8th March

Labour Day

2nd

Good Friday

Friday

April

Monday 5th April

Easter Monday

Sunday April 25th April

ANZAC Day - Holiday

Monday 14th June

Queen’s Birthday

Friday 24th September

Likely Grand Final Public Holiday

*Please check our website for new and updated information –
www.smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au

FEES AND LEVIES 2021
Your statement will be emailed to the allocated fee payer for 2021 next week. For all queries
regarding fees and levies please email accounts@smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au
Attached is a fee agreement form for you to complete and return to the office by 15 th February.
Each family needs to complete this form each year. Please also find the fee schedule for 2021 on
page 4 of this newsletter. These forms can also be found on our website.
St Mary’s BSB/ACCOUNT Details
St Marys Primary School BSB 083-347 Account Number 676054930
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Mini Vinnies Winter Appeal
Renew, Reconnect & Reimagine in 2021
The St. Mary’s St Vincent de Paul Society heavy relies on the support of our school to donate nonperishable food items for the needy in the Mt.Evelyn area and surrounding suburbs, especially in winter.
The Mini Vinnies are calling on our St. Mary’s
community to please donate non-perishable items
such as cans of food, Full cream UHT milk, baked
beans, spaghetti, pasta, tinned fruit and tea &
coffee.
Please bring your donations to the classroom or office and the
Mini Vinnies members will come around and collect them. Thank
you.
Jesus said “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave me drink”. “Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And Jesus
answered them, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of
the least of these my brothers or sisters, you did it to me”.
(Matthew 25:35-40)
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Religious Education news:



Congratulations to all the Confirmation candidates who received the gifts of the Holy Spirit in
Confirmation last Thursday evening, Thursday 6th May 2021.
First Reconciliation for Grade 3/4 will take place on: Tuesday 18 May 3 /4P & 3/4 R. Wednesday 19th
May 3/4O & 3/4M, both at 6pm. Your child should have script to practise (if not please see Mrs
Pritchard.

Please contact Mrs Pritchard (ronnie.pritchard@smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au) or Fr. Michel
(michel.corriveau@cam.org.au ) if you have any queries.
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Uniforms
All St. Mary’s students are required to wear the full correct school uniform. We believe that the wearing of
uniforms promotes the children’s pride in their school and self-discipline. Uniform items can be purchased or
made at little cost. The uniform shop at St. Mary’s carries all uniform items, including school and library bags.
There is a small amount of second hand uniforms available in the shop.

Children are expected to have a school bag with the St Mary’s School logo.
Please ensure that your children bring their correct school bag.
Girls’ Winter Uniform

Boys’ Winter Uniform

Navy tunic/navy pants (no cargos/jeans) Navy pants (no cargos/jeans)
St Mary’s polo shirt

St Mary’s polo shirt

St Mary’s windcheater

St Mary’s windcheater

Navy socks or tights

Navy socks

Black school shoes (no runners)

Black school shoes (no runners)

Navy gloves and scarf (optional)

Navy gloves and scarf (optional)

Girls’ Winter Sports Uniform

Boys’ Winter Sports Uniform

Navy track suit pants

Navy track suit pants

St Mary’s windcheater

St Mary’s windcheater

Navy unisex sports shorts or

Navy unisex sports shorts

St Mary’s sports polo shirt

St Mary’s sports polo shirt

Plain white sports socks

Plain white sports socks

Please ensure that all items of uniform are well maintained, including sports uniform and hats.
St Mary’s School logo school bag
No jewellery – single sets of plain studs or sleepers, and watches excepted.
No make-up
No extremes of hairstyles
Long hair to be fully tied back at all times with navy ties and ribbons
No nail polish

A note about hair. As we are a primary school, we feel that any change of colour is inappropriate for
children. In the spirit of our practice at St Mary’s, to keep children as children, we ask that you cooperate
with this and leave the hair colouring as something that they can look forward to in their older age. We
also differentiate between “weekend hair” and “school hair”. The use of hair gel, etc., and spikey styling is
considered to be a “weekend hair” practice. Not only does this give a more disciplined and uniformed
approach, but also saves you time and money!
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Our school has partnered with independent provider TheirCare to provide Before,
After Care and Holiday Care services to our school community.
The program services the children in the school from 0630am in the morning
until 0830am and operates from 1500pm each day until 1830pm. During school
holidays the service will operate from 0630am until 1830pm. Families wishing to
use this service can visit the TheirCare website: http://theircare.com.au/. Families
are also eligible for a Government rebate that reduces the cost per session. Further
information can also be obtained by contacting the service directly on
0417 100 089 or ringing TheirCare on:
1300 072 410.
TheirCare provides a stimulating and safe environment for all children and an
environment where children enjoy their time in the program. During sessions,
children develop life skills, friendships, confidence and creativity
through play.

VEGETABLE GARDEN NEWS
The garden is blooming with lots of vegies and flowers!
A BIG THANK-YOU to the parents who helped in the garden and watered over the summer holidays.
Garden club is run on FRIDAYS this year from 10.45 till 11.30am.
New parent helpers are always welcome.
Please bring gloves and garden tools.
All helpers are required to have a working with children’s check.
If you would like to assist, please email ronnie.pritchard@smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au
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